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SHE CASE OP THES GOUPIIOMISEID JUSTICE 

The Washington Pc 3 t (Bob Woodw rd), Abe Fertas, b«u Wolf son and tha unattrlvuted tape. 

Ordinarily there is a story in a Justico, in s f sr»tr Justico and sore in a fores— out 
Justice. Pllitical considerations can nokc eucb a story nora or less at tract! vs, crux mala 
a story for sons ovrnsrship/acnage-.*nt and nako a non-story for others. 

By ordinary insures it can be said that £ tody's Post story is the kind if story 
the Fost made of it and worth the page-one play given it, Diaagroenent can range froa 
whether in this f om there is a story at all to the amount of attention to it. 

This is a political story. It is not nerc/ly reporting of political events of the past. 

These notes arc undo after one reading. off art to organize then or think tha 

wholo fr-vl «£ trhough. Tlie cons from innodiute impressions. 

Thera is too such niusing from this story, son; of it r.^unriny so few fiords the 
reading of deliberate intent to be unfair pppears to be justifiod. 

It has all the narks of whip of vengeance. 

Oiniug: first Sunday edition after the end of tlie GCP adniristratiou, tho one that 
did force Fertas out, tho one at the end haaded by the nan who either rr.tteupted te black- 
mail Uolfscn over this to *et Douglas or tolerated this effort by one who thereafter 
remained his friend and associate. Decker. Further timing: sane week a leak to Jack 
Anderson on the ornc Docker's allosod interccaion with the sane lord for another troubled 
henocrat , Md. ' s Gov. II. iI*adol. (l/hether or not related wane tinin- for denying Md. * s only — 
lihural GOP his soaiority— warranted top Judiciary eo— itteo apot.Jac i-lathias.J 

Possible sources: government , v/ilfeoa or ouu now or formerly associated with bin or 
a thief. 

Hurt to 'Jtfolf son’ little or none. 

Real vietiw:Fortas. 

of thoso with tho capability would have wanted te hurt kin whan ho is in his 70s? 

Ylky requires knowledge but can be United by analysis. 

The tape was -ado by Wolf sou a uonth after ho left jail, or after the end of those 
problaas that resulted in his jailing, hot before the end of his pribleas. Perhaps his sain 
oae is clearing his wane ?nu aezt getting revenge. 

Thore thus would seen to be no reason for tho gwveraaent to have this tapa, outside 
of Y/atergating activities. Its files should to ruinate with the prosecution. 

Whether or not Woodward deliberately selected out wiu.t he did not want it the grossest 
unfairnosa of many is whore Wolf son had said ”1 caa^t go to jail now." Enplai ai ag r-qiired 
fevi words. £ta was in lova with his wifo who was in tcruiuql ill nos. was in jail an*, ne t 

with her when, as wc3 certain, she died in a var y short while. S I -li l nrly thorn is no reference 
to the lo cal ingle, that Wolf sou had been a Washington power, hud lived there when he Trxi s xr 
©wader and operated the transportation system. (like a robber boron, milked it.) However, the 
Hizonian vindictiv.ness, a fit subject for reporting end cu— cut, is hidden i— even this story. 
TVi-i -■ ia sc unfair, so unusual oven for a right-wing reporter, it does su gsst the paying off 
of z do'ot. YJhat is surprising, howver, is that it was net added in the editing of the story or 
in what I taluk con be presuned, tha review by counsel. All the top ?ost people, including 
Katie ^rahan, h-ve to jave gad nax persona. 1 kuowl'-ige, Thi3 aspect _ Acs it fair to describe 
the piece as a Post axing also. 

Perhaps bearing on this, pe.haps not the story geos out ef its way to be kind tc John 
Ilitchell, saying ha hqd -ill the records safely in his office safe and not the Kina who would, 
over use T’d; is irrelevant iu the Joys cf xeroxes. If true of Doep Throatcrs. 
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In this I moan to convey that the Post is deeper tbir: story tket fro-* lfoeu.yr.rd just 
happening to bring it 1 m. If as I as. ceratiia it should have cokoultoi counsel, then tliu 
Willin^s fim als o is deep into it because ill the senior people thoro have to bo ir.rr.rc 
of its unfairness and the deliberateness of it# 

For political sXfinitiea this is uauwUil* The ouJJ visible exception is Woodward# 

Pro* who* only recently the liberal ^ernstein h:*s sep*rated*sa ha has fro- the Post. 

If Wolf sou ir responsible, directly or ia^xeotly - and means of indic&ction are very 
apparent - he could be bitter with Fortas ever so. e ou-inc in vrULck he fails to objain tho 
di^dicatier. he sc^ks# 

Ir. that period Wolfson hid a close anJl trusted honcho who administered his Jackson- 
ville office, Arvin Rothschild. let Arvin go rather abruptly almost two y^ars ago#. 

Arvon could have had the tape, the transcr5.pt or both. So could a.iyone he ©r Wolf son let 
havu copies. The no who transcribed could h*ve kept a copy. So to anyone consulted by 
counsel if a copy hA been ^ivon to counsel. This could include the bast of an mn - pun. 

This story start a with a leal:. It is not the Icind that do Edward would have deleted 
hiuoulf to because there is no be gin ..lug for that kind of endeavor. I think the leak was 
to hin rather than to tho Post because assigning a political oartisan to a stpry of this 
kid is pretty raw and tho Post has neny qualified reporters# ’^his is as story that required 
no investigation. It reports only two calls, one to Portas and one to ^olfson. (if the 
quote is fair Wolf son 1 a comment can bo taken in different wa 3 's. x t is “The fcct3 spoak 
for thonsslves. M However taken defease of an old and ruined friend is not here.^hy Wolf son 
would have taped this conversation a nenth after he l*ft jail also is worth considering. if 
it indicates that ho was setting readj^for s ©nothing about Fortas for the future thi3 is 
not consistent with his having such «S£ interest in what had happened to Fortas than 
in what had boon attempted against Douglas When I net hin summer before last.) 

Interesting that this story appears immediately after G erald Ford is not President 
when Pcrd was personally involved in both tho Portas and the Douglas cases# 



